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Virginia City, Montana Strikes Gold as a 2009 Top Western Town By True West
Back in 1863, a gold strike brought hundreds of prospectors to Virginia City, MT, in a search for easy money. Today, city and state leaders are discovering a wealth of tourism and international notice for its preservation efforts.

That’s why Virginia City is #2 among True West Magazine’s 2009 Top Ten True Western Towns.  Cheyenne, Wyoming won the top award.

Cooperation is key in Virginia City.  It has only 150 residents—and more than 200 historic structures.  So the Montana Heritage Commission leads the efforts to protect the buildings in something of a “living laboratory” environment.  In fact, the town is home to historic preservation certificate training programs through the Virginia City Institute; the lessons learned here are spread throughout the world.

In 2008, volunteers from the international Heritage Conservation Network stabilized the roof pitch and shored the structure of a gold rush era home.  This year, city planners are looking into developing the state’s oldest park site and the site of the old capital.  And they’re rerouting Daylight Creek to protect the state’s oldest brewery.

“Many of the Old West mining centers are now ghost towns—but not Virginia City,” says True West Executive Editor Bob Boze Bell.  “It is a living, breathing example of what people can do when they decide to preserve their heritage, and as they figure out new ways to use older buildings.”

Past top town recipients are St. Joseph, Missouri (2008), Helper, Utah (2007) and Sheridan, Wyoming (2006).

True West editors determine winners for this annual award based on criteria demonstrating how each town has preserved its history through old buildings, museums and other institutions, events, and promotion of historic resources.

The feature includes Towns to Watch for their good works in historic preservation and several legendary locales that folks should know.
True West magazine is in its 56th year of leading the way in presenting the true stories of Old West adventure, history, culture and preservation. For subscriptions and more information, visit http://www.twmag.com or call 888-687-1881.
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