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Cheyenne, Wyoming Lives the Legend and Earns Recognition as the 2009 Top Town By True West
Last May, elders of the Northern Arapaho returned to the Belvoir Ranch outside Cheyenne, WY.  Tribal leaders were last there some 140 years ago.

It’s just one part of a massive effort to preserve the area’s heritage, cultures and Western legacy.  And it’s among the reasons Cheyenne is True West Magazine’s 2009 Town of the Year.

The Belvoir Ranch project has a master plan calling for teepee rings, bison kill sites, ancient rock shelters and the Denver to Fort Laramie stage route.  And now that the Arapaho are on board, the city is beginning a dialogue with Shoshoni and Northern Cheyenne tribal leaders for their input.

In Cheyenne proper, 2008 saw the creation of a fifth historic district.  Two more are in the planning stages; the Moore Haven Heights area, with 495 properties, is expected to reach that status this year.  Meanwhile, the Wyoming Capital is undergoing a $1.2 million skylight restoration.  And the three owners of 1880s homes, originally from Fort D.A. Russell, are working to preserve those structures.

Cheyenne has so many things going, it’s hard to keep up with it all.

“Cheyenne is one of the great Western cities—and it has been since Day 1,” says True West Executive Editor Bob Boze Bell.  “Its slogan is ‘Live the Legend’—and the impressive efforts to keep that legend alive and well are remarkable.  Cheyenne is the Top True Western Town.”

Past top town recipients are St. Joseph, Missouri (2008), Helper, Utah (2007) and Sheridan, Wyoming (2006).

True West editors determine winners for this annual award based on criteria demonstrating how each town has preserved its history through old buildings, museums and other institutions, events, and promotion of historic resources.

The feature includes Towns to Watch for their good works in historic preservation and several legendary locales that folks should know.
True West magazine is in its 56th year of leading the way in presenting the true stories of Old West adventure, history, culture and preservation. For subscriptions and more information, visit http://www.twmag.com or call 888-687-1881.
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