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Silver City, New Mexico Gleams as a 2009 Top Town By True West

Billy the Kid called Silver City, NM, home during the 1870s, just prior to his outlaw days. That’s part of the town’s heritage—but not the only part it preserves and celebrates.

And those efforts, which began 40 years ago and continue to develop, are big factors in Silver City being named #3 among True West Magazine’s 2009 Top Ten True Western Towns.  Cheyenne, Wyoming won the top award.

Back in the 1960s, downtown Silver City was filled with boarded up, dilapidated buildings.  But its 10,545 citizens transformed it into a national historic district.  Last year, the town was recognized with the Economic Development Award for Excellence in Historic Preservation Strategies to Enhance Economic Development (whew!).   What that means is that New Mexico’s oldest Main Street project is getting well-deserved national attention.

But the work doesn’t stop. Silver City’s 1886 Water Works Building is on its way to becoming a heritage tourism center, thanks in part to a federal Preserve America grant.

“If you want to see just how far a city can come in terms of preservation, take a look at Silver City,” says True West Executive Editor Bob Boze Bell.  “It really shows what a group of determined citizens can do when they decide to save and honor their heritage. Silver City is a true Top Western town.”

Past top town recipients are St. Joseph, Missouri (2008), Helper, Utah (2007) and Sheridan, Wyoming (2006).

True West editors determine winners for this annual award based on criteria demonstrating how each town has preserved its history through old buildings, museums and other institutions, events, and promotion of historic resources.

The feature includes Towns to Watch for their good works in historic preservation and several legendary locales that folks should know.
True West magazine is in its 56th year of leading the way in presenting the true stories of Old West adventure, history, culture and preservation. For subscriptions and more information, visit http://www.twmag.com or call 888-687-1881.
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