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Virginia City, Nevada Victorious as a 2009 Top Western Town by True West Magazine
Back in the mid 1800s, Virginia City, NV was called “The Richest Place on Earth” as miners pulled $700 million in gold and silver from the ground.

Today, as the town celebrates its 150th birthday in 2009, it’s found a different kind of wealth—in its own remarkable history.

That’s why Virginia City is #9 among True West Magazine’s 2009 Top Ten True Western Towns.  Cheyenne, Wyoming won the top award.

In 2008, the Virginia & Truckee railroad’s 1914 Pullman Car clattered down the tracks for the first time in 70 years.  And the best is yet to come, as the Northern Nevada Railway Foundation is raising $30 million to finish the line to Carson City (2012 is the target date).  Already, Nevada native and Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid has secured $10 million in federal funding. Former Lt. Gov. Lorraine Hunt obtained an additional $1 million from the state.  Total project pricetag: $55 million.

Just downhill from Virginia City, the Gold Hill depot—one of the few wooden structures that survived the 1875 fire that leveled most of the town—was granted $75,000 from the state historic preservation agency.  It also gave monies to the 1876 Fourth Ward School, the Lagomarsino Petroglyph site, and Piper’s Opera House.

“Mark Twain found Virginia City fascinating when he worked there as a reporter—and it’s easy to see why,” says True West Executive Editor Bob Boze Bell. “And by celebrating its past, the town has an incredibly exciting future.”

Past top town recipients are St. Joseph, Missouri (2008), Helper, Utah (2007) and Sheridan, Wyoming (2006).  

True West editors determine winners for this annual award based on criteria demonstrating how each town has preserved its history through old buildings, museums and other institutions, events, and promotion of historic resources.

The feature includes Towns to Watch for their good works in historic preservation and several legendary locales that folks should know.
True West magazine is in its 56th year of leading the way in presenting the true stories of Old West adventure, history, culture and preservation. For subscriptions and more information, visit http://www.twmag.com or call 888-687-1881.
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