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Pendleton, Oregon Ropes Honors as a 2009 Top Western Town by True West Magazine
Pendleton, OR is probably best known for its legendary rodeo.  But the local folks are also putting the spurs to some mighty impressive preservation efforts.

That’s why Pendleton is #7 among True West Magazine’s 2009 Top Ten True Western Towns.  Cheyenne, Wyoming won the top award.

Take the work of Parley Pearce and Blair Woodfield.  Back in 2005, they restored the famed Hamley Saddle Shop, first opened in 1883.  Today, they run a complex of Hamley-related businesses to provide an authentic experience of the “real” West—including a steakhouse, a coffee and wine shop, and a saloon.  It’s a great example of development cooperating with preservation.  

Then there’s Al Plute, working on the Temple Hotel, and Ted Betz, who has four storefronts.  They’re being helped by Pendleton’s Façade Restoration program; so far, $1.6 million worth of work has been completed out of $2.8 million scheduled.

Ranchers Mike and Jill Thorne have stepped up, along with Pendleton Round-up organizer Jennifer Hawkins.  They’re raising money for a new rodeo grounds in anticipation of the event’s centennial in 2010.  Two-thirds of the $1.1 million cost has been raised; construction is set to start this year.

And there’s much more.

“The spirit of the cowboy is alive and well in Pendleton,” says True West Executive Editor Bob Boze Bell.  “Strong individuals are getting together to preserve the Old West and make it work to everyone’s advantage.  Pendleton is a True Top Western Town.”

Past top town recipients are St. Joseph, Missouri (2008), Helper, Utah (2007) and Sheridan, Wyoming (2006).  

True West editors determine winners for this annual award based on criteria demonstrating how each town has preserved its history through old buildings, museums and other institutions, events, and promotion of historic resources.

The feature includes Towns to Watch for their good works in historic preservation and several legendary locales that folks should know.
True West magazine is in its 56th year of leading the way in presenting the true stories of Old West adventure, history, culture and preservation. For subscriptions and more information, visit http://www.twmag.com or call 888-687-1881.
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