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True West Magazine Honors Florence, Arizona as a 2009 Top Western Town
What?  You’ve never heard of Florence, AZ?  Stage robber Pearl Hart did.  So did Apache agent and later Tombstone Mayor John Clum.

The town works tirelessly to remember the people who made the one-time mining burg special—and to preserve the buildings that made the place unique.  For that, Florence is #4 among True West Magazine’s 2009 Top Ten True Western Towns.  Cheyenne, Wyoming won the top award.

Back 40 years ago, historic buildings were being torn down under orders of the Pinal County health commissioner.  But the town put its foot down and began rehab efforts on the more than 100 structures, most of which were made of fragile adobe.  Some $3-million was put up by grants and the town of Florence to stabilize them. 

Today, the Chamber of Commerce is housed in an old bakery.  John Clum’s home is on the town walking tour.  Projects are underway to stabilize the 1882 First Courthouse and the 1891 Second Courthouse, where Miss Hart was brought to justice for the last stage holdup in the West.  The Silver King Hotel is getting similar treatment.

“Florence is one of those hidden gems that deserves greater recognition,” says True West Executive Editor Bob Boze Bell.  “It has just over 9400 residents, but their commitment to historic preservation is remarkable.”

Past top town recipients are St. Joseph, Missouri (2008), Helper, Utah (2007) and Sheridan, Wyoming (2006).  

True West editors determine winners for this annual award based on criteria demonstrating how each town has preserved its history through old buildings, museums and other institutions, events, and promotion of historic resources.

The feature includes Towns to Watch for their good works in historic preservation and several legendary locales that folks should know.
True West magazine is in its 56th year of leading the way in presenting the true stories of Old West adventure, history, culture and preservation. For subscriptions and more information, visit http://www.twmag.com or call 888-687-1881.
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