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Austin, Texas Grabs Honors as a 2009 Top Western Town by True West Magazine
No doubt about it—Austin, TX is one of the liveliest towns in the West (and the country).  But back in 2003, the city reached a crossroads: what to do about its heritage.

And that’s when citizens stepped up to figure a way to celebrate the past while aiming for the future.  Their success in that effort is why Austin is #5 among True West Magazine’s 2009 Top Ten True Western Towns.  Cheyenne, Wyoming won the top award.

Five years ago, Austin had 14 national register districts, but it lacked local protection for those neighborhoods.  And there was a significant movement to put growth and development above preservation.  So in 2003, the city formed a Historic Preservation Task Force.  It’s first task: establish local historic districts to match the national designations so that issues that start at home could be better handled.

Today, Austin makes decisions for each historic district based on its individual needs and own complex local history, instead of the broad-brush decisions that had impacted all districts equally in the past.  And preservation efforts have helped moderate fast-rising housing prices.

“Austin has such a great history, dating back to 1836.  And its role as state capitol and home of the University of Texas have only enhanced that heritage,” says True West Executive Editor Bob Boze Bell.  “It’s not easy to balance the needs for preservation and development, but the city and its citizens have done an outstanding job in making sure the two work together.”

Past top town recipients are St. Joseph, Missouri (2008), Helper, Utah (2007) and Sheridan, Wyoming (2006).  

True West editors determine winners for this annual award based on criteria demonstrating how each town has preserved its history through old buildings, museums and other institutions, events, and promotion of historic resources.

The feature includes Towns to Watch for their good works in historic preservation and several legendary locales that folks should know.
True West magazine is in its 56th year of leading the way in presenting the true stories of Old West adventure, history, culture and preservation. For subscriptions and more information, visit http://www.twmag.com or call 888-687-1881.
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