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Gilcrease Museum Grabs Top Honors from True West Magazine

Hundreds of art museums celebrate the American West (including more than a few east of the Mississippi).  And True West magazine says the Gilcrease Museum of Tulsa, Oklahoma, is the best.

That honor is announced in True West’s May 2010 issue, on newsstands April 20. 

“The Gilcrease has a longstanding reputation for excellence—and it’s well-deserved,” says True West Executive Editor Bob Boze Bell. “Its 2009 acquisition of the C.M. Russell Research Collection is just a reaffirmation of the museum’s importance.”
Four-time Spur Award-winning writer Johnny D. Boggs selected the winners for this annual award based on his extensive travels, research and firsthand experiences in visiting Western art museums each year.  He analyzed their grand showcases of the American West in 2009—“And they had to be really cool,” says Boggs.

Folks also nominated museums through an application form on the magazine website.
Boggs cited the Gilcrease for its purchase of the Russell collection—more than 13,000 objects that cover the life of legendary cowboy artist Charlie Russell. Those include original sketches and drawings, illustrated letters and envelopes, photographs, artifacts and more.

Honorable mentions went to the Whitney Gallery of Western Art in Cody, WY; the Booth Western Art Museum of Cartersville, GA; the Comanche National Museum and Cultural Center in Lawton, OK; and the Desert Caballeros Western Museum of Wickenburg, AZ.

The True West museum feature includes “The Top 10 Western Museums of 2010” and  “25 Kid-Friendly Museums.” 

True West magazine is in its 57th year of leading the way in presenting the true stories of Old West adventure, history, culture and preservation. For subscriptions and more information, visit http://www.twmag.com or call 888-687-1881. 
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