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New Mexico History Museum Rated #1 by True West Magazine

Hundreds of museums celebrate the American West (including more than a few east of the Mississippi).  And True West magazine says the best is…

New Mexico History Museum in Santa Fe!
The New Mexico History Museum and other winners of this year’s top 10 museums will be featured in True West’s May 2010 issue, on newsstands April 20. 

“The New Mexico History Museum only opened in May 2009, but already it’s reached the heights of quality and attendance,” says True West Executive Editor Bob Boze Bell. “It offers everything you’d want from a great Western museum.”
Four-time Spur Award-winning writer Johnny D. Boggs selected the winners for this annual award based on his extensive travels, research and firsthand experiences in visiting Western museums each year.  He analyzed their grand showcases of the American West in 2009—“And they had to be really cool,” says Boggs.

Folks also nominated museums through an application form on the magazine website.
Boggs cited the NMHM for its collection of historic treasures, including Pancho Villa’s death mask, Apache Chief Cochise’s peace pipe and frontiersman Kit Carson’s beaded pouch. He also liked its kid-friendly activities, changing exhibits and special events—and the architecture of the new structure, which is located on Santa Fe’s famous plaza.

And the public has responded. Museum officials expected 10,000 visitors over its two-day opening; they got more than 20,000. By the end of the first five months of operation, more than 100,000 people had come through the museum doors.

The True West museum feature includes “25 Kid-Friendly Museums” and the “Best Western Art Museum” (Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa, OK).

True West magazine is in its 57th year of leading the way in presenting the true stories of Old West adventure, history, culture and preservation. For subscriptions and more information, visit http://www.twmag.com or call 888-687-1881.
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